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Without considering the theory of transmission by biting flies to be proven,
the fact stands out, that in rural communities the disease is approximately
ten times as frequent as in the larger cities.
336. The Control of Epidemic Poliomyelitis.
FLEXNEK, S.   American Journal of Diseases of Children, Vol. 2, p. 96-101,
Chicago, 1911.
Insects that seek human habitations and routes of travel; that possess the
power to migrate over a considerable territory; that affect all classes of society;
that abound during the period of greatest prevalence of the disease, and fcha^
do not wholly disappear at any season, should be the first to come under sus-
picion. Many, if not all, of these conditions are fulfilled by the common house
fly.
Laboratory-bred flies have been subjected to contamination experiments
with the virus of poliomyelitis, from which it appears that they are capable
of harboring the virus on their bodies in a living and infectious state for at
least forty-eight hours. Moreover, it has developed that the virus also sur-
vives within the viscera of the insects for some time.
FLIES  TRANSMIT INTESTINAL WORMS.
337.
NICOLL, DK.   The Part Played by Plies in tbe Dispersal of the Eggs of
Parasitic Worms.   Reports to the Local Government Board for England
and Wales, etc.    (New Series No. 53.)    London, 1911.
The foregoing observations serve to confirm the results of previous workers,
in particular those of Grassi and Calandroccio.
The well-known habit of the house fly of feeding in turn upon excremental
matter and human food stuffs, taken in conjunction with the fact that the spread
of infection with parasitic worms depends in a large number of cases upon the
dissemination of egg-laden excrement, constitutes a strong reason for suspect-
ing the house fly of aiding in the spread of such infection. Flies feed readily
upon infective material and even upon evacuated worms.
338. The Relations of Animals to Disease.
WABD, HENRY B.   Science, Vol. 45, p. 19^-195, Lancaster, 1905.
The spread of typhoid germs by flies is accepted and the reported conveyance
by this insect, of cholera, anthrax, septicemia, pyemia, erysipelas, tubercu-
losis and bubonic plague is noted, some being regarded as well proved and others
as open to question. Mention is made of Grassi's experiments in which the
eggs of both tapeworms and round worms, tseniasolium oxyuria and trichuris
were sucked up by flies and recovered unaltered from their dejecta.